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To be treated as strictly CONFIDENTIAL and NOT to be published, broadcast, or cabled 


before 6 p.m. on Monday, 6 April 1970 


INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT STATISTICS, QUEENSLAND, JUNE QUARTER 1969 AND 


YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 1969 


Workers' compensation in Queensland is handled solely by the State 
Government Insurance Office. All employers must insure their employees, but self- 
employed persons are not obliged to insure, and members of the Police Force and 
the Commonwealth Public Service are excluded. Details of industrial accidents 
given in this bulletin were extracted from claims finalised or becoming three years 
old during the periods covered. They do not refer to accidents actually occurring 
within these periods. By definition, accidents which caused employees to lose 
less than a full shift from work are excluded from the statistics. 


Tables 1 to 4 comprise standard analyses of work injuries relating to 
the June quarter, while Tables 6 to 9 relate to the whole year 1968-69. Table 5 
sets out quarterly statistics for the fifteen months ended 30 June 1969, but, 
as explained in the first paragraph above, these statistics are not measures of 
seasonal fluctuations in occurrences. 


For the year ended 30 June 1969, out of 38,255 work injuries, 35,148, 
or 91.9 per cent, were to males, and 3,107, or 8.1 per cent, to females. A 
total of 37,318, or 97.5 per cent of all injuries, were of a temporary nature, 
867, or 2.3 per cent, resulted in permanent disabilities, and 70, or 0.2 per 
cent, were fatal (all males). 


In the year 1968-69, 642,068 calendar days were lost by males through 
temporary disabilities and 59,328 by females. Male employees lost an average 
of 18.8 days through temporary disabilities, but 40.3 per cent of absences did 
not exceed one week's duration. The average number of days lost by female 
employees through temporary disabilities was 19.3. However, 38.9 per cent of 
their absences did not exceed one week's duration. 


Of the male occupation groups listed in Table 7, metal tradesmen and 
process workers suffered most injuries (7,885, or 22.4 per cent). In the female 
grouping, more accidents (911, or 29.3 per cent of the total) happened to 
service industry and recreation workers than to any other group. 


For both sexes combined, the most common agents precipitating accidents 
were hand tools and movable equipment, which resulted in 8,305, or 21.7 per 
cent, of work injuries (Table 8). The most common type of accident was struck 
by moving or falling objects. This accounted for 16,300, or 46.4 per cent, of 
male injuries and 1,153, or 37.1 per cent, of female injuries (Table Te 


Of total injuries to both males and females combined, the two most 
common injury types were lacerations and open wounds (10,993 cases, or 28.7 per 
cent) and sprains and strains (10,311 cases, or 27.0 per cent). Fractures and 
dislocations caused 30 of the total of 70 fatalities. 


More detailed statistics are available quarterly and annually and may 
be had on request. 


320-330 Adelaide Street, 
BRISBANE 4000 
1 April 1970 
Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made by telephoni ae 
Brisbane 31 3281, Extension 22. 
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Table 1 = Work Injuries: Industry Group by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 
June Quarter 1969 


Extent of Extent of Disabil ity| Duration of Temporary Disabil ity? 
All 
eS to 
Industry Group Ine b|Perm- | Tem= |1 to 7 Over 6 Days Lost 
jnlesle anent |porary| Days Papen Farm Months 


Total oe 
Primary production 


Mining and quarrying 

Cement, bricks, glass, etc. 
Metal refining and products 
Machinery, general engineering 


Meat and fish processing oe 
Other food and drink processing 
Sawmill ing and wood products 
Preparation of skins and leather 
goods manufacturing oe 
Rubber goods manufacturing 


Other manufacturing 
Electricity and gas 
Water supply and sewerage oe 
Building construction, repairs 
Other construction works Ne 


Road transport 

Other transport and storage 
Commerce and finance ee 
Community and business services 
Amusement and persona! services 
Other industries a 


Primary production 

Metal refining and products, 
general engineering 

Textile manufacturing 

Clothing manufacturing 

Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, fruit and vegetable 
canning ate are 
Other food and drink processing 
Printing, packaging, etc. mfg 

Other manufacturing 
Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc. 

Other community etc. services 

Hotels, boarding houses, etc, 

Amusement and other personal 
services ee 

Other industries 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 
b Resulting in death within three years after the accident. 
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Table 2 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Type of Accident, June Quarter 1969 


Struck by 


Ree 
All Falls of Sree 


Pees Falling, 
Injuries Persons 


Objects, 
etc. 


Occupation Group 


Total 
Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers oe 


Salesmen 


Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 


Miners and quarrymen 
Road transport workers 


Electricians and related elec- 
trical workers 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other wood-working 
occupations 

Painters and decorators oe 

Bricklayers and other construc- 
tion workers Svc o° 

Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators 26 

Waterside workers, freight 
handlers 

Labourers n.e.i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


Total 0) 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers on 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc, 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 


Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
newt. - 

Packers, labellers, etc. 

Service industry and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


EF.) Fatal. N.F. Non-fatal. 


Caught in 
or between 
Ob jects 


Over- 
exertion 
or 
Strenuous 
Movement 


Heat, Cold, 
Harmful 
Substances, 
Electric 
Current, 
etc. 
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a 
Table 3 + Work Injuries, All Persons: Agency Related to Accident by Nature of Injury, June Quarter 199 


Contus ions, 


Fractures,| Sprains |Lacerations, 
Dis- 


locations 


Burns, 
Sea lds 


All 
Injuries 


Bruisings, 
Open 
Superficial 


Agency Related to Acciden? Wounds 


Injuries 


Metal and wood-working machines 142 
Other machines ° 18 
Lifting equipment ce 1 
Installed equipment ce 28 
Hand tools and movabie equipment 73 
Means of transport Se 19 
Materiais, substances, and 

radiation “6 . 251 
Indoor working environment .. 8 
Outdoor and underground work ing 

environment .. 4C 1 
Other agencies ° 13 
F. Fatal. N.F. Non-fata!. 


a The agency (i.e. the work conditions, equipment, person, animal, etc.) which because of its hazardous nature 
precipitated the accident, 

b Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather. 
Including 3 cases due to internal injuries. 


Jable 4 - Work Injuries, All Persons: Type of Accident by Extent of Disability and Duration of 
Temporary Disability, June Quarter 1969 


Days Lost 


|Months} Total |Average 


Total oe ais 203,642 19.0 
Falls of persons ee 58,859 27.1 


Struck by failing objects 18, 130 16.1 
Stepping on, striking, or 
struck by objects ee 


Caught [In or between objects 


47,569 12.5 
AZ.04001) sod 
Over-exertion or strenuous 


movement ave AG 49,644 24.2 


Exposure to, or contact with, 


extreme temperature ie 4,806 13.9 
Exposure to, or contact with, 

electric current ee 159 12.2 
Exposure to, or contact with, 

harmful substances we 1,824 7.9 
Traffic accidents Se 3,510 56.6 
Other types... se 2,101 18.1 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 
b Resulting in death within three years after the accident, 
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a 
Table 5 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group b; Temporary Disabilities and Days Lost Five Quarters 


June Qtr September Qtr December Qtr March Qtr June Qtr 


1968 1968 1968 1969 1969 
Occupation Group Temporary Disabilities 
9) 8) Days Days 9) 
Number gig ee Number = Number an Number ve 
Lost Lost Lost Lost Lost 


Ma les 


a a ne a en es ee eee 


11,465 |210,029 |7, 489 


Total e oe Lt OO poles 1G 


Professional, managerial, and 
93 
60 


153 
134 
1,102 
302 
682 


clerical workers 


Salesmen 


Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 
Miners and quarrymen 
Road transport workers oe 


Electricians and related 
electrical workers 6 198 

Meta! tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other wood=working 
occupations 

Painters and decorators 

Bricklayers and other construc- 


tion workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators 

Waterside workers, freight 
handlers 

Labourers n.e.i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


Tota! 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers a 

Sales workers oie ae 


Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc. 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers oe 


Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers ee 
Other production process workers 
nee.l. oe ae 

Packers, labellers, etc. 
Service industry and recreation 
workers ve o- 

Other occupations 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 
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Table 6 - Work Injuries: Industry Group by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporary Disability, 1%8-69 


Extent of extent of Disability] Duration of Temporary Disablitty” 
Industry Group Ine ae ib Prete) [ee Poem Per ee a to |15 Days}Over 4 bogelé Days Lost 
ae ata 
anent | porary] Days Sy aye. |4\Weeke|6 Mite Months 


Total 
Primary production ee 


Mining and quarrying ee 


Cement, bricks, glass, etc, 


Metal refining and products 


Machinery, general engineering 


Meat and fish processing 
Other food and drink processing 
Sawmill ing and wood products 


Preparation of skins and 


leather goods manufacturing 


Rubber goods manufacturing 


Other manufacturing 
Electricity and gas ee 


wit 


Water supply and sewerage 


Building construction, repairs 
Other construction works 


Road transport 


Other transport and storage 


Commerce and finance Ae 


Community and business services 


Amusement and personal services 
Other industries ee 


=~ NN AD YN owo il 


Total oe oe 
Primary production ee 


Metal refining and products, 


general engineering oe 
Textile manufacturing aie 
Clothing manufacturing ee 


Meat and fish processing 


Jam making, fruit and vegetable 


canning ee or 


Other food and drink processing 


Printing, packaging, etc. mfg 


Other manufacturing +6 


Commerce and finance 


Health, hospitals, etc. ee 
Other community etc. services 


Hotels, boarding houses, etc. 


Amusement and other personal 


services AD oe 


Other industries ale 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 


b Resulting in death within three years after the accident. 
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Table 7 - Work Injuries: Occupation Group by Type of Accident, 1968-69 


Struck by Over= Heat, Cold, 


All Falls of Moving, | Caught in | exertion Harmful 


Falling or between or Substances, 
Occupation Group Injuries Persons 


Ob jects, Objects |Strenuous | Currents, 
etc. Movement etc. 


Total 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sa lesmen oe oo 

Farmers, fishermen, timbergetters 

Miners and quarrymen 

Road transport workers 


Electricians and related 
electrical workers 

Metal tradesmen, process workers 

Carpenters and other wood-working 
occupations oe oe 

Painters and decorators 

Bricklayers and other construc- 


tion workers ste ie 


Food and beverage workers 
Excavating, lifting equipment 
operators 


Waterside workers, freight 


handlers oe 

Labourers n.e.i. 

Service, sport, and recreation 
workers 


Other occupations 


Total Ne 

Professional, managerial, and 
clerical workers 

Sales workers 

Tailors, cutters, machinists, 
etc. ie 

Textile, footwear, and other 
leather workers 

Metal process workers 


Food and beverage workers 

Other production process workers 
nei. 

Packers, labellers, etc, 

Service industry and recreation 
workers 

Other occupations 


F, Fatal. N.F. Non-fatal. 
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a 
Table 8 - Work Injuries, All Persons: Agency Related to Accident by Nature of Injury, 1968-69 


Contusions, 


F Sprai L tions, 
ractures, prains acera Bruteinasy , Other 


Dis- and Open 
locations | Strains Wounds 


All 


Agency Related to Accident Injuries 


Superficial Injurtes” 


Injuries 


Metal and wood-working machines 

Other machines 

Lifting equipment 

Installed equipment 

Hand tools and movable equipment 

Means of transport 

Materials, substances, and 
radiation 

Indoor working environment 

Outdoor and underground working 
environment... oe 

Other agencies 


F. Fatal. N.F. Non-fatal. 

a The agency (i,e. the work conditions, equipment, person, animal, etc.) which because of its hazardous nature 
precipitated the accident, 

b Including miscellaneous reactions to poisons, effects of electric currents, and exposure to weather, 

c Including 20 cases due to internal injuries, 


Table 9 - Work Injuries, All Persons: Type of Accident by Extent of Disability and Duration of Temporar 


Disability, 198-69 


Extent of Disability Duration of Temporary Disability? 


All 
Type of Accident In- b] Perm- | Tem- |1 to 7 B58 
, Fatal 
anent |porary | Days 
ee 


Total <6 
Falls of persons 


Struck by falling Blase 

Stepping on, striking or 
struck by objects 

Caught in or between objects 

Over-exertion or strenuous 


movement 


Exposure to,or contact with, 
extreme temperature 

Exposure to,or contact with, 
electric current ste 

Exposure to,or contact with, 
harmful substances 

Traffic accidents 

Other types 


a Calendar period of incapacity and not actual working days. 
b Resulting in death within three years after the accident. 


